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Valor Academy Scholars Love Music Guild Experience
St. Matthew’s Music Guild welcomed sixty scholars from Valor Charter Academy in Arleta for an 
evening of music and entertainment on June 7th.

While this was the first time that Valor students had traveled to St. Matthew’s, members of the 
Chamber Orchestra and Music Director Tom Neenan regularly visit Valor to perform concerts and 
explain their instruments and different styles of music.  Valor is dedicated to offering a superior level 
of education, and students refer to themselves as “scholars,” reflecting their commitment to prepare 
themselves for a college career.  Mr. Neenan, who teaches music history and theory at Caltech, loves 
to challenge the scholars intellectually 
with presentations on the physics of 
music, employing oscilloscopes and 
spectrometers to provide a visual 
perspective on the nature of sound.  
The scholars take these brief lectures 
in stride and in turn surprise Mr. 
Neenan with extremely insightful 
questions and comments. 

For this field trip, faculty members at Valor selected fifteen students from 
each of the four grades (5th through 8th). Students were chosen based on 
academic improvement, leadership, and musical interest. Arriving in the 
afternoon, they had a chance to stretch their legs before enjoying a picnic 
supper on the lawn.  Then Tom Neenan gave a hands-on demonstration of 
the magnificent Pardee pipe organ, explaining how it works with pipes from a few inches to sixteen feet in length.  Halloween music was 
especially popular! Tom then told the students about the music they would hear and explained some of the do’s and don’ts of attending a 

classical music concert.  They were then free to enjoy themselves and visit 
with the Chamber Orchestra members before the concert.  During the 
concert the students were attentive and interested, and at intermission 
enjoyed snacks and chatted with regular subscribers.

The students loved the experience. Valor student Emily S. said “I never 
thought about taking band or orchestra in high school but after some of 
the musicians came to Valor to talk about their instruments and played 
really fun songs for us and then I got 
to see the entire orchestra and how 
magical they all sounded together at 
the church, it seems like a great way 
to have fun, learn something new and 
make friends. I want to try it now!”  
Mr. Ayala, a Valor parent and chap-

erone, said, “It was really incredible to be a parent chaperone on this trip. We felt like VIP guests the 
entire evening. On the ride back it made me so happy and proud to know that people on the other side 
of Los Angeles wanted to help and enrich my child’s life. I am so thankful for this opportunity.”

Next year Tom Neenan plans to mentor the students in composing a piece of music using a specialized 
computer program, then have the Chamber Orchestra perform it during a Music Guild subscription 
concertwith the scholars in attendance. For more information on the Music Guild’s Outreach Initiatives, 
contact Tom Neenan at tneenan@stmatthews.com

Your Annual Subscription helps us carry out our outreach activities with Valor Academy and with area assisted living 
and nursing facilities. Please subscribe today at MusicGuildOnline.org. Thank you.


